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COLUMBIA  SEMINARY  RECEIVES 
OFFER  OF  $50,000 

PROSPECTS  FOR  THE  NEW 
SESSION 


a 


No.  2 


GENEROUS  OFFER  CHALLENGES 
FRIENDS  OF  COLUMBIA  SEMINARY 

The  past  six  years  have  witnessed  a  remarkable  im- 
provement in  the  financial  situation  of  Columbia 
Seminary.  In  1936  the  institution  possessed  an  en- 
dowment not  greatly  in  excess  of  $300,000,  while  it 
laborW  under  the  handicaps  imposed  by  a  debt  of  ap- 
proximately $100,000.  A  Development  Campaign, 
undertaken  by  the  Presbyterians  of  Atlanta  in  that 
year,  resulted  in  the  raising  of  $150,000  and  made 
possible  the  complete  liquidation  of  the  institution's 
indebtedness,  the  making  of  certain  much  needed 
physical  improvements  on  its  campus,  and  a  modest 
addition  to  its  invested  funds.  The  Seminary  re- 
mains entirely  free  of  permanent  debt  today,  having 
maintained  a  balanced  budget  for  the  past  nine  years. 

Three  years  later,  in  1939,  the  late  Mr.  J.  Bulow 
Campbell,  of  Atlanta,  one  of  the  most  faithful  and 
generous  friends  any  institution  ever  had,  offered  to 
match  all  gifts  to  the  endowment  of  the  Seminary 
dollar  for  dollar  up  to  a  total  of  $100,000  if  secured 
within  a  period  of  two  years.  A  great  many  churches 
of  all  the  supporting  synods,  but  especially  of  Georgia, 
were  thrown  open  to  this  appeal,  and  in  May,  1941  it 
was  announced  that  the  full  amount  sought  had  been 
subscribed  and  that  $200,000  would  be  added  to  the 
resources  of  the  Seminary.  This  success  was  made 
possible  not  only  by  hundreds  of  individual  gifts  but 
by  several  generous  legacies  which  came  to  the  insti- 
tution during  the  two  years.  As  a  result  of  this  suc- 
cessful campaign  the  auditors'  report  of  March  31, 
1942  reveals  the  fact  that  for  the  first  time  the  en- 
dowment of  Columbia  Seminary  has  passed  the  five 
hundred  thousand  dollar  mark  and  that  its  net  worth 
is  now  in  excess  of  a  million  dollars. 

Such  progress  constitutes  abundant  reason  for 
friends  of  the  Seminary  to  thank  God  and  take  cour- 
age.   It  does  not  mean  that  anything  like  an  adequate 

hancial  support  for  its  work  has  yet  been  provided. 
The  school  still  possesses  an  endowment  which  is 
pitifully  small  as  compared  to  that  of  most  similar 


institutions,  and  which  must  be  greatly  increased  if 
its  work  is  to  be  maintained  and  expanded  to  meet 
the  needs  of  our  day.  In  recognition  of  that  fact  and 
in  order  that  its  progress  may  continue,  a  group  of 
friends  in  Atlanta  has  recently  offered  to  match  other 
new  gifts  to  the  endowment  of  Columbia  Seminary 
dollar  for  dollar  up  to  a  total  of  $50,000.  It  is  a 
condition  of  this  offer  that  the  gifts  are  to  be  secured 
between  July  20,  1942— the  date  of  the  offer— and 
October  1,  1943. 

Thus,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  another  door  of 
opportunity  has  been  opened  for  this  school  of  the 
prophets.  It  seems  especially  appropriate  that  such 
an  offer  should  come  during  the  second  year  of  our 
Assembly's  Christian  Education  movement.  Most 
assuredly  it  will  not  be  easy  to  secure  the  needed 
amount  during  the  next  thirteen  months.  At  the 
same  time  we  have  behind  us  the  impetus  of  a 
church- wide  emphasis  on  the  vital  importance  of  our 
colleges  and  seminaries,  and  the  challenge  of  a  world 
which  needs  an  adequately  prepared  Christian  mini- 
stry as  never  before  in  recent  history. 

We  believe  that   the  members  of   the   supporting 
synods  will  meet  that  challenge.     No  formal  cam- 
paign for  funds  is  contemplated  at  the  present  time. 
Nevertheless  a  quiet  and  determined  effort  to  present 
this  rare  opportunity  will  be  made,  and  individuals 
will  be  asked  to  give  as  generously  as  possible.     In 
cases   where   churches   or   church   organizations    are 
willing  for  the  appeal  to  be  presented  publicly,  that 
avenue  of  approach  will  be  utilized.     For  the  most 
part,  however,  the  effort  will  be  made  to  carry  the 
story  directly  to  the  friends  of  the  Seminary  by  the 
written  and  the  spoken  word.     The  cooperation  of 
all  loyal  Presbyterians  is  earnestly  solicited. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  some  who  can  give 
largely  for  this  purpose,  but  multitudes  of  smaller 
gifts  will  also  be  necessary.  Every  contribution, 
however  small,  will  help  and  will  be  gratefully  ac- 
cepted. Gifts  made  in  the  form  of  war  bonds  and 
stamps  will  be  most  appropriate  and  will  afford  an 


opportunity  to  combine  a  patriotic  duty  with  the 
strengthening  of  a  great  Christian  enterprise.  Indeed 
the  maintenance  of  our  seminaries  is  in  the  truest 
sense  a  patriotic  as  well  as  a  religious  service.  The 
strength  of  the  nation  lies  in  its  churches;  the 
strength  of  the  churches  depends  in  large  degree 
upon  its  ministers.  Every  dollar  given  to  Columbia 
Seminary  now  means  two  dollars  invested  for  the 
building  of  a  Christian  America  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Gospel  in  the  post-war  world. 

GOOD  ENROLLMENT  OF  STUDENTS 
EXPECTED 

The  new  school  year  at  Columbia  Seminary  will 
begin  on  Thursday,  September  17th.  Opening  ex- 
ercises will  be  held  in  the  Chapel  at  11:00  o'clock 
that  morning,  at  which  time  the  principal  address 
will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Manford  George  Gutzke, 
Professor  of  English  Bible  and  Religious  Education. 
In  spite  of  war  conditions,  which  had  been  expected 
to  reduce  the  size  of  the  student  body  materially,  a 
new  class  of  almost  normal  proportions  has  been  en- 
rolled and  its  members  will  be  formally  matriculated 
during  the  service  of  the  morning. 

RECOVERY  OF  DR.  GREEN 

The  many  friends  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Green,  Professor  of 
Systematic  Theology  and  Homiletics,  will  be  happy 
to  know  that  he  has  made  a  fine  recovery  after 
undergoing  an  operation  early  in  August.  Dr.  Green 
has  been  back  at  home  on  the  seminary  campus  for 
the  past  several  weeks  and  is  rapidly  regaining  his 
strength.  He  expects  to  resume  his  regular  teaching 
duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  term  on  Sep- 
tember  17th. 
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